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The Hijazi Family
By Jenny Hijazi

| think I can safely say

that my family is pretty

normal. We go on sum- 1 am the de-
mer vacation, we argue about directions, we | scendant of a
help each other with work and school, and we people that
do pretty much everything else encompassed builded Da-
within the *family’ job description. What mascus, and
TﬂakEﬁ us different, '1Is our cultural blend of [tal- Byblos, and
ian/Polish and Arabic cu]tulal“es: Tyre and Si-

My dad, Hassan Hijazi was bom and
raised in Baalbeclk, Lebanon. He was raised don and An-
there with seven brothers and one sister. One tioch, and
day, it all became too much for my grandpar- now I am here
ents and someone was movin® on out (I hon- to build with
estly don’t blame them). My father was one of them and he, along with a one other brother, were you, and with
sent to boarding school. This is where I hear all the stories about how, “When [ was vour age...” a will.
and all that jazz. | guess | should feel Kahlil Gibran

lucky that 1 wasn't stuck in a boarding

house with a bunch of guys. But he got
throungh it and ended up here, in the U.S.,
to attend college at the University of
Anzona. There he did two very note-
worthy things: he got a Masters in Inter-
national Relations, and was an extra on
Revenge of the Nerds. [ didn’t find out
about the latter until recently and when 1
did, needless to say, I felt compelled to

rent the movie.

Continue on page 2
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After college it was off for a job and after a while he came upon the office of m

Congressman Jim Kolbe, and found employment there for thirteen years. After leaving
that office, he ended up where he is now, at the University, working as Assistant Director
of Federal Relations. So there's the Arabic side. “But where’'s the Italian?" yvou ask. Well. 55§
that’s where my mom comes in. '

My great-grandparents, Felix and Susanna Benedetti were both only-children
from ltalia (which was strange back then because most Italian families were very large).
However, the fact that they were both from small families must have been fate, becanse when _ a
they immigrated to America, they were married. They made their first home on a farm in Chio &=
with eight children. one of them being my grandmother, Susan. They had a very traditional
household, in fact my great-grandparents probably didn't speak a word of English. But by the
time my grandmother had kids of her own. the language was lost....but the food wasn't. My
mom, Florence Hijazi, was bom in Tucson, Arizona and could out-cook any chef, at any res-
tanrant, at any time({ 1 just wish I was included in that cooking gene-pool). She attended Cholla
High School and spent her childhood in suburbia. She has one
brother living in Sonoita, Arizona, and one sister, who lives in
Phoenixville, Pennsylvania with my grandma, uncle, and cousin
Enn. In 1980 she began working at the job she's still at now.
Moret Advertising as the Art Director. And then....there’s the kids (dun-dun DUN!!).
i I have one brother, Jamil. He’s 13 years old and enjoys video games and has a passion for
g Sponts. He goes to Orange Grove Middle School
p and has participated in just about every sport
there is. He plans to atiend the University of
Arizona as a basketball player; if that doesn’t
work out, he wants to be a drummer {and when
he’s famous...I can say he’s my brother!). And
then there’s me. I'm Jenny Hijazi and I go to
Catalina Foothills High School. I lowve to listen to and sing opera. I want to
major in criminal law, and minor in vocal arts. [ plan to go to the University
of Arizona to study English and my dream is to attend Harvard or Oxford to
siudy law.

In 1996 our family took a trip back to my dad’s roots, back to his hometown of Baalbeck. Lebanon. Upon arrival,
what looked like 100 people were standing at the doors of the airport hailing our amrival. None of us, save my dad, had
met them, but their generous welcome made any barriers fall away. We spent three weeks touring the Lebanese country-

gide. Among the =ites were the sparkling Mediterranean Sea shores, the majestic caves of Jeira, and the age-old mysienes
of the Roman ruins. After sightseeing the real parties began. True to any Arabic culture across the Middle East, life really
started after 10:00pm. Family dinners were abundant, family stories were exchanged. and we were treated by numerous
cousins and family members as though we lived right next door, rather than across the Atlantic.

Connecting with our family overseas was the experience of a lifetime. Meeting all of my cousins, uncles, aunts,
and grandparents was cultural eve-opener. Al first, one would think that two such different cultures would hardly be re-
lated, but the bond we shared during this trip disintegrates all misconception. So, [ gness my family is a little more than
nomal. but only in the sense that our family shares bonds, not only with ourselves, but with other countries around the
world.
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Reflection on MED Activities in 2005
Salim Hariri, MED Club President

As the year closes, it is the time of the year, where we look back at the year activities and
accomplishments. The Club is about to finish a vear of learning expenences, and growth. [
am very pleased to let you know your MED Club has been involved in many activities and
stniving to be the positive model for our Arab Americans in Southemn Arnizona. We are working hard so we are
all can be proud of who we are, proud of our roots, heritage and traditions. Our hope is to establish a strong
foundation for our future generations so that the common values and history of their ancestors will be carried
on and cultivated.

With vour continuous support, the Club is pleased to report the following achievements in 2005:

Provided two MED Scholarship Awards to encourage our yvouths to pursue higher education. The recipi-
ents of the 2005 awards were, Chnstopher Callan and Carment Moussa, who both joined The Univer-
sity of Arizona for 2005-2006 academic year. In addition, a Travel Scholarship was given to Sarah
Malaika to study Arabic at the American University in Cairo {AUC), Egypt. Sarah received a Foreign
Lanaguage Area Studies (FLAS) Fellowship to study at AUC during the summer of 2005.. For further
information about the 2006 MED Scholarship application, please contact Adel Ziadv, MED Scholar-
ship Program Chair at ziadvad@msn.com or by phone,: 520 299 9369.

The regular publication of Zurouna newsletter. In the last three issues, we featured the family histones of
the Sam Moussa’'s, Chalfoun’s, and Abdelatif’s families. Zurouna’s editors are eager to share with our
community vour family history in the new world, vour articles, and achievements. Please helps mak-
ing Zurouna the Arab Amencan community newsletter of southem Anzona.

Maintain the Club website at www.tucsonmedclub.org where we publish online all the previous issues of
Zurouna. Please visit the Club website and provide us with 1deas to enhance and ennch the website
with more information, links to exciting websites of interest to our community.

Fun and social activities. We have organized Two Family Fun Nights at Aladdin and El Parador Restau-
rants, and a New Year's Eve Gala at the Radisson Hotel. We had one Family Picnic at the Tucson
Racquet Club. These activities are meant for us to take a break from our busy daily activities and en-
jov an evening with old, new friends and Arabic music entertainment. We invite yvou to join us in the
2005 New Year Eve Party that will be held at the Westin La Paloma (see attached announcement).

On Sunday, December 11, we held our first Annual Membership meeting at Sinbad Restaurant. The meeting
discussed MED activities and plans for next year and beyond. The meeting was very successful and also
elected the new MED Board members:: Salim Hariri, Hassan Hijazi , , Ferial Malaika, Nick Mansour, Kamal
Moukabary, Sonia Aramleh-Moussa, Margaret Saad, Ziad Safi, and Adel Ziadi. Please join me in congratulat-
mg the new MEM Board members and to wish them success as we all work together to move our MED Club
to a higher ground and level of achievements.

Whether vou are a founding member, a relatively new member, or if you are thinking about joining, vou and
your family are an important and integral part of the MED club; it could not happen without you. Please con- |
tinue your support of the club’s goals and objectives by completing and returning the enclosed Membership '
Form for 2006 by January 30th. The board members and I look forward to working with all of you and wel-
come your ideas and feedback. With vour support, the year 2006 will be another successful vear that will be

full with achievements and many wonderful stories about our Arab American community in Southem Arnizona.

Best wishes to vou and your family for a happy and blessed Holiday Season.
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The Rise of Empires
2300-2000 BC
By: Kamal Moukabary
The basic family structure remains the same, 2-3 children was the average. Breast-

: feeding lasted as long as 3 years as a method of contraception. Older brothers and ma-
ternal uncles were in leading the family. Monogamy was the norm except for kings and

other nich men who had polyvgamous families. King Suli had 9 wives. All children were legitimate. Women
occasionally reached high status, but usually because of the influence of their brothers or father. The most
powerful of the roval ladies was Enheduana, the first occupant of the post of high priestess of the moon god
at Ur and the goddess of love and war at Uruk. She is considered the first female poet in the world. Women
could testify m court. Daughters did not inhent if there were sons, but they received gifts from the estates.
Widow could inhent some assets. Administrators heavily exploited lower class women, especially when they
were helpless. Working women received lower pay than men. There was no established welfare system for
widows and orphans, women and children were dedicated to be emploved in weaving and processing wool.

Govemnors were chosen from among the local worthies, but generals that accompanied them were definitely
creatures of the king. Roval officials were the ultimate controllers of the public institutions of their cities. The
officials had an impact on the economy in many ways. One presumably got to become an official mainly
through inhentance: many officials were able to pass on their posts to their sons. This led inevitably to a lack
of flexibility in the bureaucracy and eventually limited the kings™ power over their supposed servants. This
was one important cause of the breakdowns in the impenal system.

KFM

NEW YEAR'S BYVE PARTVE .-

Saturday, December 31st, 2005 o
*Westin La Paloma®*
3800 E. Sunrise Dr. Tucson AZ 85718
(520) T42-6000
7pm * Reception ) for Adults
$35 Children (12 and under)




Take a trip with me to my Beirut
Ziad Safi email: zys3014@yahoo.com

1..._-. Beirut, with its million-plus inhabitants, conveys a sense of life and energy that is immediately apparent.

- \ This dynamism is echoed by Capital’s geographical position: a greal promontory jutting into the blue sea
with dramatic mountains rising belund it. A city with a ven-

erable past, 5,000 years ago Beimt was a prosperous town

" on the Canaanite and Phoenician coast,

Historical Heritage
Beirut stands on the site of a very ancient settlement going back at least
5,000 years. Its name appeared in cuneiform inscriptions as early as the 14th
century B.C. In the first century B.C., Berytus, as it was then called, became
a Roman Colony and under Roman rule was the seat of a famous Law school g ﬁ
which continued into the Byzantine era. i
But the power and the glory of Berytus were destroyed by a triple catastro-
phe of earthquake, tidal wave and fire in 551 A.D. In the following century
Arab Muslim forces took the city and in 1110 it fell into the Crusaders. Bei-
mut remained in Crusader hands until 1291 when it was conquered by the Mamlukes. Ottoman
male began in 1516, continuing, for 400 years later until the defeat of the Turks in World War 1.
The French Mandate Peniod followed and in 1943 Lebanon gained its independence.

Beirut remains a party central for anyone wishing to experience the true essence of the
Mediterranean style nightlife,

Often compared to the likes of Ibiza and New York City in terms of its social scene, Beirut and

its people exhibit an overwhelming thirst for life that is rarely witnessed elsewhere. Perhaps most
unique to this city is the endless options to choose from within the social scene as well as the fact §
that every night is comparable to a Saturday might.

With an endless venue of trendy places to select from, it inevitably comes down to the individ-
nal's own personal taste and mood that will determine his or her night. Those hoping to partici-
pate in the city’s supreme nightlife experience may ultimately hit Beirut's famous hot
spots such as Monnot Street, Downtown Beirut, Ain el Mreisseh, or even Sodeco.

Evening activities often begin in the local pubs and restaurants whereby those wishing
to enjoy a great selection of music to sing and dance to will head to Zinc, Red, or Lila
Braun while l]mse wishjng to enio} amore rela:-ci.ng eV anng com]:r -lete with the largest
Louie. Fm‘ those hoping to enjoy the best and most mouth-watering I‘md in the city,
Salmontini, famous for its delicious freshly made salmon, remains an obvious choice.
Furthermore, a must-see spot for anyone seeking a more unique mghtiime expernence
would be to head over io Sky Bar where friends can enjoy the exquisite cuisine and
dnnks while lounging under the city's starry sky.

However, this is not to say that typical Lebanese nights end early, for those desiring to
continue the evening dancing and clubbing to some of the best music and DJ's in town
will head over to Crystal or BO-18 to enjoy a combination of class and a dance-like
atmosphere that will guarantee visitors the ultimate clubbing experience.

In addition to the clubbing scene it comes as very little surprise that one of the most
guaranieed fun spots remains Casino du Liban. Directed towards an older crowd, the
recently built casino guarantees all visitors an incredible time often compared to the likes of the Vegas scene.

With this in mind, all party-goers are recommended to go out and be part of a nightlife scene that has Beirut coined as the
party city of the Middle East.



UPGRADE TO LOVE

Contributed by Sonia Hariri

“Is THIS CUSTOMER SERVICE?"
“Yes, how can | help you?”

“| want to upgrade my system to a better version of LOVE. Can
you help me with that?”

“Why certainly. First you'll need to locate your heart and
open it.”

“I've found it. Does it matter that there are programs already running?”

“It depends. What programs are in use at this time?”

“Well, it looks like LOW-ESTEEM.EXE, PAST-HURTS.EXE, GRUDGE.EXE and RE-
SENTMENT.EXE"

“As soon as you install LOVE, LOW- ESTEEM, and PAST-HURTS will automati-
cally reconfigure to SELF-WORTH.EXE and SELF-LOVE.EXE. But GRUDGE and RE-
SENTMENT are viruses and you're going to have to do a manual overdrive on those.”

“I hope it's not too complicated — |I'm not technically savvy.”

“You don't need to be. You just need to go to your start menu and find FORGIV-
NESS.EXE and double click on it. Your GRUDGES and RESEMENTS will surface one
at a time. Then all you need to do is delete each one as it appears. You may have to run
this program more than once to make sure you cleaned out all traces of both the
GRUDGE virus and the RESENTMENT virus. Is there anything else | can help you
with?"

“Mo | think | understand how this program works now."

Med Club Membership Information

If you are already a member, please renew by January 30th 2005. If you are renewing
your membership, you do not need to fill the form unless there are new changes. If you
like to become a member, please download the application form from our website at
www.tucsonmedclub.org. Make your check payable to Tucson Med Club

= Fees: Family Membership: 570 individual Fee: $35

Please note that to be officially a member, according the MED bylaws, the
board must discuss and approve the application.

Tucron MED Club ir a member of the Southern Federation (hitp://www.sfrlac.org/)




Thomas Moukabary was bome on 5/25/2005. Adel Nasif, Thomas grandfather,

wrote a beautiful poem entitled Arizona for Thomas® baptism on 5/25/2005.
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Happy Events
danugey

Jennifer Hijazi 2nd
Courtney Callan 4th
George Moussa 5th
Valerie Hobeich 6th
Asma Hadeli 8th
Alif Sarah, 17th
Alisa Basila 28th
CGrabriel Katrib 28th
Christine Moussa 30th

Februgey

Osama Abdelatif 1st
Hadeel Areny st
Sonia Moussa 6th

Eamal Moukabary 6th
Marth Nafeh 8th
De Sarah 10th
Sally Aboud 14th
Paul Hobeich 14th
Magdellen Moussa, 14th
Lana Hariri 18th

Debbie Chalfoun 21st

Natalie Lahood 2 1st
Hala Mous=a 21=st
Magdi Nafeh 21th
Salim Hariri 24th

Maerch

Mena Aldulaimi 4th
Chns Callan 5th
Sosan Moussa 6th

Lydia Sahyouni 15th
Mona Brewer 15th

Ola Moukabary 21st
AdJ Sahyouni 22th
Sam Moussa 25th

Aaron Brewer 25th
Lana Moussa 26th

Michael Aboud 29th
Madia Acra 30th

Anpiversaries
MNader and Marie Chalfoun, Jan 22nd
Mabeeh & Elham Lahood Feb. 11th
Osama & Rory Abdelatif Feb. 14th
Aaron and Mona Brewer Feb. 17th
Karen & Kelly Callan March 5th
Hassan and Florence Hijazi 22th
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Proud to Present Zurouna Newsletter Sponsors
If you like to be a sponsor of Zurouna Newsletter, please contact Ferial Malaika at 881-8068

ARIZONA DESERT LANDSCAPE
2125 N. Chrysler Dr.
Tucson, AZ 87716
PH: (520) 327-0955

Mcdltcrran ©ean

-arcl

Emad Alwer
Owrer/Qperator

7850 N. Oracle Road, Oro Valley, A7 85704
TekS208789400 Fax: 520.878.9411

Family owned and Operated
Authentic Mediterranean Food

,A,»Natures. Ayp: DTy

T I A T OCCasions
a_full-service florist
Fenu.l Malaika, AzMF affering fresh flowers,
Master Florist plants, balloons, fruil &
gourmel, baskets, and
unique gifs.
1720 E. Speedway Bhvd.
881-B068
Clty and worldwide delivery
Call us or visit us on-line at
www.naturesart-Morists.com. Send a smile today

|| Visual Expressions skin Care Cenet |

Proud to offer the brand new inmovative, FDA
approved Gentle Waves Skin Fitness System.

For the first time 1n Tucson, this new LED tech-
nology will help smooth skin and refine pores
painlessly 1n just seconds.

50% off first time laser treatment
Call Now (520) 584-8888
5632 E 5th St. 85711

The Eve Institute of Southern AZ
Visual Expression's Skin Care Center

Please call for a complimentary appointment
with Mena Aldulaimi. Mena i our Licensed
Aesthetician who has been in practice for 20
vears. Ask about our other exciting treatments,
which include lazer for hair removal, hyper pig-
mentation, sun damage, acne, wrinkles and
rosacea.

ALIBABA Restaurant
Fine Mid-Eastern Cuisine & Market
Now Open Full Middle
Eastern Grocery
Dine & Shop with One Stop
Convenience
Mon-Sat 11AM -9 PM
Sun 12 Noon - 8 PM
2545 E. Speedway Blvd.

(Speedway/Tucson Blvd)
Phone (520) 319 - 2559 Fax (520) 319- 8731

*Dine-in  *Catering *Take-away

Lana Moussa
(520) 404-4578
lanaMoussa@cox. net
Maggie Moussa

(520) 403-T976
MagdalienMoussa@aol.com
Joseler Village Location
1745 E. River Rd.

HAPPY EID! FROM
NEW LOOKS LASER CENTER

Laser Hair Reduction  Spider Vein Treatments
Photofacial- Rejuvenation Rosacea & Acne Treatments
Brown Spol Treatments Sun Damage Trealments

6602 E. Grant Road Tucson, AZ 85715

Www.newlookslaser.com

[520] 390-8648
Call Today and Ask for Hadeel
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Proud to Present Zurouna Newsletter Sponsors

ALLERGY, ASTHMA ASSOCIATES, P.C.

Nabeeh N. LaHood, MD, FACAAT
Adult and Pediatrics

2320 N. Wyatt Dr., Ste. 71 * Tucson, AZ 85712
(520) 318-1860

19580 W. Hospital Dr., Ste. 210 * Tucson, AZ 85704
(520) 531-9254

1760 E. Florence Blvd., Ste. 200 * Casa Grande, AZ

A5222
(520) 836-3283

ANKLE & FOOT
CENTER

Arno B. Kiarash, M.D.
Doming Cheleuitte, M.D.
Tel: (520) 327-9677 Fax: (520) 327-9678

WWW SOUTHWEST-ORTH.COM
3395 N. Campbell Ave, Tucson, AZ 85719

e
j SOUTHWEST

CATALINA PEDIATRICS, P.C.

Sosan L. Moussa, M.D.

3085 N. Swan
Tucson, Arizona 85712

Phone: (520) 323-3099
Fax: (520) 323-3460

Dr. ALif Sarah, MD
Internal Medicine

Board Certified
Tel: (520) 297-9813

Fax: (5620) 297-0705
2001 W. Orange Grove. Rd.
Suite 612

HOBEICH MEDICAL PLAZA

(* * GEORGE L. HOBEICH, M.D.

BOARD CERTIFIED IN PEIMATRICS
AND ADOLESCENT MEDICINE

GOO0 N, Oracle Road Suite 100
Tucson, AZ 85704

(520) 575-9007  (520) 575-0041 Fax

‘s AVIRTEC

AVIRTEC provides auntomated Information Tech-
nology Management solutions for small to medium
size busines=ses at a fraction cost of similar enterprise
IT management =olutions. Our SelfConfle Server and
SelfProtect software technologies will provide:

Drata Protection Disaster Data Protection
Protection against network attacks, Virus, SPAM
Fault Protection Secure Remote Access
Website Development and Maintenance
WWW.AVIRTEC.COM
For further information, Call Just Marks

(5200 777-0010 Fax: (916) 200-1703

Dr. Kamal Moukabary, M.D.

prey .

FOOTHILLS Board Certified
ANESTHESIA Anesthesiclogy
—— Board Cedified Critical Care
Medicine

Scheduling Office: (520) 318-3113
Business Office: (520) 546-4094

IMMIGRATION LAW
nm R SINCE 1976.
443 Listed in The Best Lawyers

in America.
Highest (AV) Rating in Martindale-Hubbell

WOLF & SULTAN Pp.C.

290 North Meyer Avenue

Tucson, AZ 85701-1047
(520) 882-9633
(520) 882-2929 FAX
www.azimm.com

If you like to be a sponsor of Zurouna Newsletter, please contact Ferial Malaika at 881-8068
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ADOBE GASTROENTEROLOGY, P.C.
2585 N. Wyatt Drive
Tucson, Arizona 85712
Phone: (520) 721-2728 Fax: (320) 7210179
Gastroenterology & Hepatology
Diplomates, Amernican Board of Internal
Medicine and Gastroenterology

SAM E. Moussa, MD
DOUGLAS PETERSON, MD
BECHARA MEZHER, MD

We are conducting study on patients with
heartburn. If you have heartburn you may
qualify for free medical care that could in-
clude physical exams, lab work that vou
may have not had done, endoscopic evalua-
tion of the upper digestive system and com-
pensation for yvour time,

If you're interested please call 721-2728,

Founding Members
Sonia Armaleh-Moussa Osama Abdel-Latif
David Basila Salim Harir

Hassan Hijazi
Nabeeh Lahood
Richard Michaeles
Sam E. Moussa
Kamal Moukabary
Alif Sarah

Hassan Sultan

George Hobelch
MNick Mansour
Magdalien Moussa

George Sahyouni
Hannah Sarah
Adel Ziady

MED Board Members

Salim Hariri, President
Hassan Hijazi, VP
Sonia Armaleh-Moussa, Treasurer
Margaret Saad, Secretary

Kamal Moukabary

Ferial Malaika

Mick Mansour

Ziad 5afi
Adel Ziady

P. O. Box 43024
Tucson, AZ B5733-3024

K shl Gibean

“You should
be proud of
being an
American,
but vou
should also
be proud
that vour
fathers and
mothers

Http: /fwww. tucsonmedclub.org

TUCSON MED CLUB

came from

a land upon
which God
laid His
gracious
hand and
raised His
messengers.”

©2005 by Tucson MED Club p

Lana Hariri
LHariri218@aol.com

Zurouna Editor
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